PREACHED 


"On the 3o'*. of January, 168:. 


Being an 


ANNIVERSARY 


FOR THE 


+ ara 


| King CHA _ ES the Firſt, 


a: 2 JOHN BUTTLER. B.D. 


. _— 
F wy Ay 
G i. . 

T L.4 = Tz 

,. "a : of 

þ = 
: 6 ws 
: I = * 
FF «> 

4 ,y * 


_ T {Printed for Randall 7 ayler near $tationers- Fall. 1684, 


LOND 0 N, 


—_— 


—_— 


LL (a) 


_ 


SERMON 


Preached on the 30th of Fanuary, 1683. 


L —— 


LUKE 21. Verlc 25, 26. 


And. there ſhail be Signs in the Sun, and in the 
Moon, and in the Stars, And upon the Earth, 
Diftreſs of Nations, with Perplexitie, the Sea, 
and the Waves Roaring, Mens Hearts failing 
them for Fear, | and for looking after thoſe things 

which are coming on the Earth. For the Pow; 


ers of Heaven ſhall be ſhaken. 
and-by our Saviour Feſus Chriſt. { There ſhall be yn 1.1 
( faith Daniel ) a time of Trouble, ſuch as never 
was ſince there was a Nation, even to that ſame time® and 
at that time, thy People ſhall be deliverd. ) And this 
kems to be the very time my Saviour Fore-Bodes by the 
Stgns in my Text 'mentioned, For it we obſerve, He 
adds faying (| then ( as much as to ſay when you ſee thoſe Luts 21, 
vIgns ) [ball they fee the Son of Man coming in a Ct: ud , 27-23, 7% 
wth Power and great Glory : And when theſe things begin 9: 
to come ro paſs, then look up, and lift HD. YOUT Hands, fer 
Your Redeniption araweth nigh. | And as ſure as the Sprout- 
Ing Fig-tree,”'is'a Prodromer that Summer, is at Hand , 
| B even 


Here is Prophetick mention of two Fatal Times, 
as they are fore: ſhewn by the Prophet Danze, 
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(2) 
even ſo wheu ye ſee theſe things (that is the Signs in 
my Text, &c. {© Then know ye that the Kingdom of God is 
nigh at hand. By the ({ Son of Man ] ſpoken oft by Chriſt, 
ſeems to be underſtood the fame Perſon, who by Danza 
is Stiled, [ Michael the cheif Prince. ] Of whom as *tis 
faid here, that { He /ha//come, ] fo it is ſpoken there fay. 
ing { he ſhall ftand up.) And both thele ſeem to ſpeak 
of rhe coming of Chriſt to Reign, but that not Per. 
ſonally as ſome imagine, bur by hts Vicegerent, as faith 


We 45.22, the Prophet {aiab, | Kings ſhall be thy Nurſong Fathers , 


when I ſet up my Standard to the People, and they ſhall bring 
thy Sous is their Arms, &c. | And thus Michae/ the Son 
of Man, or the Cheif Prince {hall ſtand up, and come, 
to deliver the Ancient Jews and JFaelites his People out 
of Captivity, by the Handsof Chriſtian Kings his Earth- 
ly Angels and Miniſters,or Vicegerents. The Total Sum of 
all which things Amounts thus far, That the*Jews and 
Iſraelites ſhall be ednverted, to the Chriſtian Faith, and 
then ſhall be delivered our of Captivity by the mighty 
Power of God, and be reſtored unto their own Ancient 
Country and Land, called Paleſtina; but [ immediately be- 


. fore thoſe Days ſhall be great Tribulation, ſuch as "was not 
fince the beginning of the World to this time,” no, nor &ver 


ſhall be, | But now withal we are to underſtand, that 
this time of Trouble, or Tribulation, 1s to be twice re- 
peatc, whereof once, as has been afore ſhewed, and a- 
nother time before that, { when the Abomination of Deſola- 
tion ſhall be ſet up in the holy Place. } And when | Michael 
is alſo called Mefrub, all come in Perſon, and ſhall be cut off, 


' But not for himſelf, in the midſt of the Week, ) there ſhall 


be, and follow the [ firſ? Tribulation, ) which [ was to be 


falfilled, before that Generation wherein our Saviour lived, 


was quite paſſed over. And this has already been fulfilled 
once, or acted & repeated over the firſt time; And is to 


be expected to be ated over a ſecond time,and that fecond 
time 15 juſtly ſupputed to be near at hand. Now 


(3) 


'" Now to Calculate theſe things Regularly and Exactly, 
according to what is expreſſed, by that Holy Propher, 

and rmed by our Saviour. The ground Plot of all 

theſe things 1s the <_ and ſtanding up of Michael , 

who is the Meſſiah, our Chirſt, our Saviour, who came 

firſt perſonally in order to Suffer that we may be Redeem- 

ed. Art this time # He came wnto his own, and his own re- Jab. 12.4 
cerved him not) but took, and Crucified, 6c flew him, ſand 48: 2.2 
called down the Vengeance of his Bloud, upon their own Mat. 27: 
Heads, aud upon the Heads of their Children. ) And hence © 
followed the [ fir/# Direful Tribulation, the like whereof 
was never known before.) It was in the Thirty Third Year 
of our Saviours Incarnation, upon Friday the Third of 
April at a little after Three a Clock in the Afternoon, at 54.19.36 
what time [ hanging upon the the Croſs, He bowed down 
his Head and Died.) And on the Thirty Seventh Year at- 
ter, on the Fourteenth of April, 7Tigzs with the Romans 
ata Paſcal time, ſhut in rhe Jews into the City of Je- 
ruſalem by a cloſe Siege, at what time, it was infinitely 792%. of 
throng'd with People, who from all parts had come thi- 
ther ro the Paſſover. On the Third of May he took one 
Wall by Afault, and on the Eighth of May another Wall. 
On the Fourteenth of July the dayly Sacrifice ceaſed for 
want of Victums. On the Twenty-Fourth of July the 
Caſtle called Antonia was taken by rhe Remans, and the 
fame day the Northern Porch of the Semple was burnt , 
and on the Twenty-Seventh Day the Weſtern Porch was 
burnt by the Fews themſelves. On the Eighth Day of 
Auguſt the Romans entred the Temple, and on the Tenth 
Day it beganto burn with Violent Flame. Then did the 
Romans kill the Preiſts, and prophaned the Alter, and 
the Bloud ran down the Steps like VVater in a time of 
Run. On the Eighth of September being Saturdy orthe ,,,, 
Jewiſh Sabbath, the Romans entred the higher City, and 
took it. At this Siege were ſlain,what by Sword, Plague, 
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(4) 
and Famine 1100000 Mortals, beſides what were ſlain at 
other times and places, and ſold for Slaves. Here ceaſed 
the dayly Sacrifice, and the Abomination of Delolation 
was ſet up, and continued ſtanding ſo, until the times of 
yſeb.Dio. Traſanus, and Hadrianus Emperors of Rome. In time of 
Trajanus the Jews Rebelled in Egypt, and Ayrere, and 
Kypuus, and Meſopotamia, and endured vaſt Slaughters : 
In time of Hadrianus they Rebelled in Judca, and were 
ſoon tamed. Bnt in the Year 128 Hadrianus converted 
baſe and Jeruſalem into a Reman Colony and called it A44a-Capitoling, 
and erected the Temple of Jupiter, by the fide oft the Jeu- 
ib Temple, whence occaſioned the laſt and Fatal Re- 
bellion of the Jews, under Barchochebas their Leader , 
who ſlew many Romans and Chriſtians, but in the Year 
yb.& 135, or one Hundred and Three Years after Chriſts 
Death with much difficulty they were utterly Broken and 
Ruined, and by Wars, at this time Perithed 580000 
Souls, beſides infinite Numbers more who died of Fire , 
Plague, and Famine. Then was a Swines Head Engraven 
over the Gates of the City, with other Pagan Images, 
and the: Jews were utterly forbidden ever to come there 
more, unleſs once by the Year, to bewail the Abomina- 
tions and away again, and here now the Abomination of 
Deſolation-was at the higheſt Pitch, at what time alſo a 
pun. Temple to Jupiter was ereted at Golgotha, and another 
= to Venus at Bethlehem. And hence forward the Jews utter- 

ly left oft their ſeveral Ceremonies, as well Chriſtians as 

other Jews. After theſe things, 179 Years, or in the Year 

ot Chriſt 31.4, was Maximinusthe laſt Pagon Tyrant, rout- 

ed and overcome by Licinizs the Confederate of Conftar- 

tine the Great, and foon- after Died Tormented of God , 

at Thauſus in Kilikia, and Himſelt called in the Edict of 

Perſecuting Chriſtians before he Died. But he no ſooner 

Dead, but Idolatry was every where caſt down, and the 

Abomunation of Deſolation at Feruſalem was ſet aſide, 
dna 


('S) ſes by 
4d the» Ancient 'Name of Feruſalem- again recovered, 1:4. - 

Churches were' Built. yp, and 1dol-Temples pull'd down z Ec-!. Hitt 

and thence forward ceaſed the Abomination, Andthis was ©... 

that firſt time of Tribulation, the like whereof was ne- 

ver before known, and it continued 2.44 Years, during 

which ſpace, the Jews were utterly Deſtroyed, or driven 

into Exile, and the Chriſtians were continually Perſe. 


cuted with Fire'and Faggot. | 


From this time forward, faith our Saviour, [ The Jews 
ſhall be led Captive into all Nations, and Jeruſalem, for the 
moſt part is to continue trodden wnder foot of the Centiles, : 
[ until the time of the Gentiles be fulfilled. ] Thar IS, (as I 21-4 
it ſhall ſeem ) The Gentiles {hall enjoy the Holy City and * 
the Holy Places, and the Fews ſhall be utterly cait our 
from thence, until ſuch time as the Gext/les becoming abo- 
minably wicked, in ſome meaſure .like unto what the 
Tews once, were, by reaſon whereof, that wotul Tribu- 
lation did befal them ;; and then. ſhall be Signs inthe Hear 
ens, foretokening a Second. Repetition of the like wofal 
Tribulation which 'is to' befal the © Gentiles, whether Pa- 
gans, Schi(maticks, or looſe Chriſtians, Who are tro Peryh Ve): 27, 
by Sword,; Plague, Fire and Famine, - 1n ſome meafure as ***7 = 
the Jews allo. did. And in thoſc Days, the Tews anc 
Iſraclites | Are-to lift up their Heads, ' and to look up fer 
that, They are to be Redeemed and Delivered, und theſe 
are perpetually to be caſt out. ) Thus are we torewarned by 
our Bleſſed, Saviour » But Daniel meaſures out the time 
thereof into parcels, and points at the Years, when things 
(al! come to paſs in, order. To this purpoſe, having his 
Lyc fix:4 upon the Redemption and Deliverance ot the 
Jews and [ſraelites, called his People, wiih great carc and 
Anxiety ot Mind; defiring to know. when .t fFould come 
to pais; Loe, the Holy Angels favour.ng his Deſires, 
enquire tor him, faying, { 7o the Man Cleathed in Linnen, 
with a Girdle of Gold about lis Loins, whoſe Bedy was as 
Beryl, 


(6) 
Dan. to. Beryl, and his Face like Lightening, and his Eyes as it wer 
&& 2 « Camps of Fire; ] Flow long ſhall it be to the end of theſe 
6, 7. - 2r5 ? ] unto which was anſwered, by a ſolemn Oar 
from the Man in Linnen, ( who ſeems to be the Chriſt, 
Verſ.7. ( That it ſhall be for a time, and times, and an half : and 
when he fhall have accompliſhed to ſcatter the Power of the 
Floly People, all theſe things ſhall be finiſhed.) Intimating 
that there ſhall be [ a Scattering of the Holy People, } as 
it was when Chriſt was taken, faying, [_ / wi ſmite the 
Mat. 26. Shepherd, and the Flock ſhall be ſcattered abroad. ) This 
A laying was firſt written by the Prophet Zachariah , fay- 
Fach. 13. ; ? a po 
7,8,9. Ing, | Awake, O Sword, againſt my Shepherd, and againſ 
the Man who is my Fellow, ( ſaith the Lord of Hoſts, ) 
Smite the' Shepherd, and the Sheep ſhall be ſcattered : and 
I will turn mine Hand upon the little Ones. And it ſhall 
come to paſs, that in all the Land, ( ſaith the Lord, ) Two 
parts therein ſhall be Cut off, and Die, but the Third ſpall 
be left therein. And 7 will bring the Third port through | 
the Fire, and will Refine them as Silver is Refred, and will 
Try them as Gold is Tried : they ſhall call on my Name, and 
I will hear them : Iwill ſay, It is my People ; and they ſhall 
ſay, The Lord u my God.) Ohriſt was ſmitten; bur not 
with the Sword, the Awakement of the Sword therefore 
looks beyond Chriſt, there is another ſcattering of the 
Holy People to be made, beſides that of the Apoſtles, 
when Jeſus was Murdered, and yet is to be ſuch as ſhall 
correſpond therewith, and be thereunto anſwerable. And 
that [ Ze] who is to do this, is to be ſome Great Man, 
among the Gentiles, either Pagan, or Schiſmatick : and 
2 Theſ. 2. ſeems, as deſcribed by St. Paul, to be that Man of Sin the 
OO Son of Perdition, who is to be Revealed in his time, who 
= * will Exalt himſelf above all that is called God, or that is 
Worſhiped, fo that He, as God ſitteth in the Temple of 
God, ſhewing Himſelf that He is God. That Wicked 
One, even He, whoſe coming is after the working of Sa- 
tan, 
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ith all Power and Signs, and Lying Wonders. 
ry Wh He, who ſhall do -. the * Holy People as the 
Tews did b Chriſt, when they Murdered Him; under 2 
pretgxt of Juſtice. And this is to be done before rhe 
Converſion of the Jews, but after this is done, thenmatr- 
ters will haſten apace unto their Deliverance, even in 


thoſe Days, [ before that Generation ſhall paſs away, where- |, ,, 


in theſe things ſhall be done, all of it fhall be fulfilled. 32. 
And this ſcattering 1s to be made, at under the Time of 
[ a Time, Times, and an Half : ) So as at the endot 
thoſe Times, and under that very Generation, wherein 
the Scattering ſhall be accompliſhed, then ſhall be the Re- 


ſtoration of the Jews ; [ But rhe very Day, or Tear, much Mal. 24, 


leſs the Hour, ( time was ) when the Angels of Fleaven did 3* 
wot, and no Man did know, but the Father only. |] 

But this firſt Anſwer being Myſtical, and” unintelligible 
to the Legrned Prophet, He Prayed for” farther Informa- 
tion, faying Himſelf ro the Man in Linnen, [ 0 my Lord, 


what (hall be the end of theſe things? ] as who would fay, pm. 12.8. 


[ When ſhall this Time, Times, and an Half begin? \ or, 
when ſhall Fe, [ who is to ſtatter the Holy People, and 


| 
b. 


their Power appear? ) unto which is Anſwered, ' At tle Ver(-11,12 


end of 1290. Days, and at the end of 1335 Days ; from 
the Trme that the Daily Sacrifice # 76 be. takey! away, ard 
[ 


the Abomination that maketh Deſolate, be ſet up.) This Ve. 9.18. . 


Anſwer was ſtill Myſterious unto Daniel, tor it was to re- 
main Sealed up, as a Riddle hard to be unfolded, until the 
time of the end, bur ar that ends time,the'wholt My ſte- 
ry ſhall appear open and manifeſt * unto the ſight of all 
wiſe Men. And now that ends time ſeems to be come, 
For our Eyes have ſern, and our Fats have heard, the ac- - 
compliſhment of almoſt the whote matter 'come-to paſs. 
For Obſerve we, Firſt,* That the Daily Sacrifice ceaſed on 
the 24th of 7uly, in the Year of Chrifts*Incarnitivn 565, 
tor want of Vidtims, next the Abomination began toftand 


ap, , 


Euſfeb. 
Eccl, Hiſt. 


= 


% 


y ©, 


Dan. 9.25, 


26, 27. * 


$1.4... 
up, on the fame Year arid.on the next Month when Idol 
Sacrifige was; .layd, ypon Gods Alter, and when the mot 
holy place, by Fire was Converted into Rubbiſh, and was 
Troden with, profane Feet, and continuing 1n.its Aſhes, it 
was made deſolate. But eſpecially the Abomination and 
Deſolation was then;perfetted at what time Idol Temples 
were erected in the Place of Gods Houſe,8& the whole Na- 
tion of the Jews, utterly driven away Root and Branch; 
out of the whole. Kingdom, by Alius Hadrianus. And 
this Abomination of Deſolation, and Ceſſation of dayly 
Sacrifice laſted until the Reign of. Con/tayting the Great the 
firſt Chriſtian Emperour ; who- in the.7th. Year of his 
Reign,& of Chtiſt 3.3. ſet fourth EdiQts in. Favaur of the 
Chriſtian Religion;& Licimius & Maximmus the other Eq 
perours aſſented unto, the ſame. But .1n the End of the 
ſame, Year... Maxis, perſiaded by his Magitians,  re- 
newed the Perſecutions,” butvas Routed 1n Batvel by L:- 
cinius, and foop ,after in 314 Died of the hand of God, 
And then every. where SE AK was Deſtroyed, and Gods 
Goſpel Worſhip. was ſet up at Jeruſalem, all Ido] Temples 
being there-aboliſhed and. caſt out. Here therefore end- 
ing the Abomination,G the daily Sacrifice being reſtored ; 
Hence: are weto begin the firſt erm of, Daniels Times, and 
areckon. onwards. The times mentioned are two, where- 
vt. the-firſt. is of 1290, and the ſecond 1335 days, which 
according to the, uſage of Holy Writ are to be underſtood 
of ſq many, Years, as they are called ; Days. . And now 
Count We ; Ls the Year of Chriſt 313, an Addition of 
1290, Years, and they,-.,will fer..us in the Year of Salva- 
tion, 4603... Which igthe. very Year whereon King James 
came, into, Z»g/axd,, and began to poſſeſs the Crown of 
great Britain, and,on the, fame-Year was the Saventh 
: Conjunttzon 1n the Fiery, Triplicity, and at the end of 
the Year, was/4.new.Star in Seyenteen degrees.of Sets 
ry. And the ſecond Term mentioned by Daniel, I - 

ound- 
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(1) 
bounded his 1290 Years was the Time, Times, and an 
half So as *twasnot the deliverance of his People, whici 
at end of thoſe Years was forſhewn , for the Years are 
ng ſince come up and gone by, and'no ſuch thing is 
done, and thefore it follows, that'at end of this Date, or 
Term of Time, the other mentioned by the ſame Author 
is to take place. And thus after 1290 Years from the A- 
bomination of Deſolation ſet up , is to follow a Time , 
Times,” and an half, and then 1s to be expeQted the Deli- 
verance. And fo from the coming into Erg/and of King 
Tames, there was to be expected a Time, and Times, and 
an half, and then ſhall follow rhe Reſtoration of the 
Jews. And whether we will have it the time of Reign 
of One King, and Two Kings, and an Interregnum, or a- 
ny other way, and whether we . will eſteem theſe times 
to be reckoned by our Kings Reigns in England or Germa- 
ny, or at Rome, it cannot be long to the end there- 
of. 
The ſecond Computation of Time mentioned by Daniel 
is-1335 days, which alfo turned into ſo many Years, and 
added unto-3 13 do ſet us in the Year of Chriſt 1648, at 
end wheveal the moſt ſacred Prince, our late Sovereign of 
bleſſed. memory, King Charles the firſt, of great Brytain, 
Suffered Martyrdome, and then the Sheepheard being 
{mitten the Sheep were ſcattered, and many of them cut - 
off; and the "+ 3 were tryed and refined as Silver or 8 I 
Gold tryed in the Fire. And on the fame Year was the 
Grand ” 90 or great Emperour. of the Turks at that 
time Lord of the Holy Land, cut off, Sumrroned, Trv- 
ed;-and Condemned by. the pretended high Prieft or Muf- . 


ti, and the: reſt of the Divan, ſomewhat after the rate M- Ri- 

of our Saviour- And on the fame Year were great trou- TIT 

bles in the Empyreſs of Ruffa, avd 4baſſa, and in France, * | 

and at Naples in_ Fraps and diverſe, other places, | Bur ef; | 
a 


pecially. here in Eg 


Lake 21. 


( es ) 


the-trwo- Holy Offces, appointed by God Almighty, and 


ſometimes execured by Chriſt, were utterly cut oit and a- 


boliiked, and the whole Body of the holy People, who hag 
in any Wiſe [ood up in defence of holy Authority, Power 
and Viſcipline 1n Church and State, wcre diſſipated, Slain, 
and driven into Exile. And he that did theſe things was, 
eſpecially the late Prote&tor Oliver Cromwel, a Man of ob- 
ſcure Birth, who advanced his Fortune by perjury and I yes, 
Hypocriſy, Murder, Rapines, and Rebellions, and there- 
fore appears to have been beyond Pope or Turk, or Ma- 
homet, the greateſt Impoſtour that ever was born, and 
moſt Eminently the Man of Sin, beyond all Men beſides 
that ever were known or Read of. And thus have we 
attained unto the utmoſt Term of the laſt Number in the 
Year of Chriſt 1643, t335 Years precilely fince the A- 
bomination of Deſolation ſet up, and taken down. And 
now theretore [ Blefſed is he who waiteth, for that we have 
arrived at the Tear 1335. ] And the time of the Gentiles 
ſeemeth to be fulfilles They having done unto a moſt 
holy Prince, Defendor of the Faith, true Ancient Catho- 
lick and Apoſtolick, in a great meaſure as the Jews did un. 
to Chriſt. And now therefore to the Fews ſays our Savi. 
our | Look up for rhe Day of Redemption draweth nigh / ; 
But unto the Heathens, the Pagans Hereticks and Schiſ- 
matical Chriſtians ; Unto you waite a/time of Trouble 
and Tribulation, fuch as never was fince there vvas a Na- 
tion, even unto that fame tirhe, ſaving that trouble of 
the Jews long ſince aCted, .vvhereof this of yours is bur 
a ſecond part of the fame, once more repeated over a- 
gain, according to the Nature of your Crime in Com- 


pariſon of 'theirs,' theſe haſtening to be, as thoſe vvith. 


them . once vvere, [ Dayes of Vengeance, that all things 
which are written may be fulfilled. And novv as there 
have been, are, and are further Expeted, { Signs in the 
Sur, and in the-Moon,- and in the Stars and npon the Earth, 


aif- 
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( 11 ) 
diſtreſs of Nations with perplexity, the Sea and Waves 
Roaring, Mens Hearts failing them for Fear, and for look- 
ing after thoſe things which are comming on the Earth, for 
the Powers of Heaven ſhall be ſhaky. 

Theſe vvords are foreboding marks of thoſe Days of 
Tribulation I have mentioned before, and a diſcription of 
the State of that Tribulation, and the ground Plot of 
both. 

x. The Marks foreboding- are called Signs, and are 
Deſcribed by their Scituation cither in the Sun, or Moon, 
or Stars, or on the Earth. N 

Signs in the Sur and Moon are all extraordinary and un- 
uſual Eclipfes, as when Total, and the Stars appear by 
Day, or is accompanyed with ſtrange Meteors or Conſtet- 
lations, Unuſual and Stange Colour, fuch as black or 
bloudy, or pale and dark tor any long time. Unuſual 
ſhapes, ſuch as extraordinary big or ſmall, or when Croſles 
or other Signs appear in the Podys of either, 

Signs in the Stars are when new Stars,Comets or unuſual 
Metcors do appear, and that of horrible Colours, ſhapes, 
quantity, and bigneſs, and do laſt long or do miſchett. 
Great Conjun&tions, and Conſtellations, and Crouds of 
Planets in mutual Oppoſttion or Conjunttion, or ſhews in the 
Heavens of Armies or Monſters, (c. 

Signs upon Earth are Monſtrous Births, Apparitions 
of Ghoſts, ſtrange Thunders, Hail-Storms, Frofls, Earth» 
quakes, moving of Mountains, Trees, Houſes, or Towns, 
prmgons Winds, &c. Strange Voices heard and not 

nown whence they come. Raining of Bloud, Wool, 
Wheat, Stones or ſuch like. Breaking forth of new Wells, 
Rivers, and ſuch like. 

Now theſe things are wont to be aboundantly more 
plenteous in Pagan Countrys, then in Chriltian, becauſe 
where God teacheth by his word, there is the leis need 
of the warning by ſtrange Prodigics. And 21y, Lecauſe 


L whers 
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where we-know to deſpiſe Signs and' Wonders, they. paſs 
over the leſs noted or headed, but where Men do moſt ad. 
mire, Sathan makes ſhew oftentimes of greater wonders 
then really they are ; d4nd counterteit firange Signs. 

Before the Jetrudtion of Jeruſalem, was ſeen a Flam- 
ing Comet in form of a Sword, which hung over Jeruſalem 
a whole. Year. Armies were ſeen Fighting in the Air, A 
Voice was heard in the Temple ſaying [ Let us go hence. ? 
The great Gate that Twelve Men were uſually aiding to 
open and ſhut, in the Night time, opened of its own ac- 
cord. And what was moit of all, one- Jeſus Son of A4na- 
nel, for four Years.together went about the City continu- 
ally pronouncing Woes againſt the City, Country, and 
Temple, and no Whipping or Puniſhment would make 
him-ceaſe; Now' never were more greivous Calamities then 
befel that place at that time. And yet-we Read of greater 
and more grievous Signes, before the Falling down of the 
Northern [nundations aboug the Year of 400, vvhen the 
Goths, Vandals, Hunns and ſuch like barbarous People over 
ran the. Roman Empire. And far vvorſe before the Maſſacre 
of Romans in Britain in Neroes Time, Andthe Maſſacre of 
Romans by Mithridates, 'and the taking'of Rome by the 
Gaules. - And yet before the Fearful Maffacre at Paris in 
72 vve Read of very mean Prodigies boding thergof. The 
truth is, there Lurks much of Learning in the Caſe, Pro- 
digies and ſtrange'Signs are Significant, but they require 
an Interpretor, there- is a curioſity in the Signification, 
more then - every body knovvs, only thus far vve knovv, 
that ſuch things are.Direful vvhere-ever the danger Lights, 
and in common Threatnings all .Men- are. to be- 
vvare. | | 

Now to take a view of the prodigies- of our own Age 
at preſent, depending with their Woes looking in our Fa- 
ces, are firſt a prodigious Hailſtorm in London, and Ten 
Miles round, on the-x 8th. of May, 1680. The like _ 
® 
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of, has not been known of many Ages ; in Novem, and 
December of the ſame. Year,. (followed the prodigious 
Comet, in form'of a Spit of greatlength ; which coming 
owt of the South, appeared for Twelve Months, and made 
abode with us.in our Northern Latitude for ſome Months. 
February v1th. 168 t. Wasa total Eclipſe of ' rhe Moon Fa» 
tal and Bloody, in 4* of Virgo. ' Auzuſt 16827) Was 
another Cemet 'in the Northern Hemiſphere, which thone 
ſometime and moved Southwards. In Oftober came up the 
oreaConjunttion of Saturn and Jupiter, which yet Reigns 
in the Second Decanate'of: Leo; and on. December the 5th. 
2: fearful Torch appeared double, which coming: trom 
North-Eaft, and South-Weft, met im Mid-Heaven, and dath- 
mg at cach other, vaniſhed . with a great blaze of Light. 
And laſtly, on Fas. 17. vvas a viſible Eclipſe of the' Szx in 
the 8th. of Aquarius, almoſt Total in the Weſtern F lorifon. 
And beſides theſe are. talkt-of ſeveral Viſions ſeen in the 
Ayr, and noyſe of Drums beating, heard, no Man'knovv's 
from vyhence, and ſtrange Propheſies of Deſtruftion and 
much Miſchief attending us, and great Rumours of Wars 
every vvhere. But the Pulpit is no place to tell ſtrange 
ſtories in; I ſhall omit therefore the crovvd of Hereſays, 
of Mock Suns and Moons, and ſeveral Vapours, beſides re- 
lations of. nevv Springs and Rivers broken out, vvhich ne- 
ver-vvere vvont to ſhevv- themſelves but againſt times of 
extremity. And novv vyhat theſe things ftignifie belong 
not unto this place to decide; but- do rather lead me to 
give vvarning, that in ſuch. caſes everybody do fear the 
vvorſt, and the beſt -vvill mend it -ſelf.* That 1s, God 
ſends theſe vvarnings that vve- may repent of our ſins, and 
n expectation of danger, to ſtick the cloſer unto our God, 
in all holineſs of Converſation. And this the rather, bes 
cauſe in the. next place; wve'are forevvarned that after 
theſe Signs ſhall follovv, Diſtreſs of Nations with Perplexity, 
the Sea and the Waves roaring, Mens Hearts failihs them 
for 
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for fear, awd far looking after thoſe things which are coming 
on the Earth. . 'Here in this Propheſice have vve firſt defcr;- 
bed the thing fareyvarned; { Diſtreſs of Nations ] Intima- 
ting, that atter the Signs aforeſaid, not all the vvhole 
World, but yet. Nations, ſeveral Nations, vvhomſoever 
it may concern, ſhall be greatly dillrelſec ; that is, they 
ſhall ſufker great Aſſaults, and thall be much Tottered anc 
Shaken, or Overturned, and ſhall have no Supporters, or 
Aſliſters, to preſerve from a fall, or to raiſe up being down: 
Or in ſhort, They ſhall have ſo great troubles, that they 
will not know which way. to turn them 1n order to del; 
verance. 2. Is deſcribed the height of this diftreſs ; that 
is, { with Perplexity ] Intimating that their Calamities 
ſhall be like unto a Line intangled and knit into ſo many 
knots that it cannot be undone ; They feeling themſelves 
lock't up, and fenced about with abundance of Dangers 
threatning, and yet ſo puzled with Miſchiet upon Mif- 
chief, as if the untying of one knot, were the making of 
three. 3. Is ſet forth the Form and Shape of the Diſtreſs, 
as being like the hideous Waves of the Sea, Roaring, Ra- 
ging, and Threatning, and Foming with Salt Froth, as if 
they would Swallow and Devour all before them. For as 
the Sea in rough Water is fearful to behold, and dangerous 
to be truſted, ſuch are the dreadtul approaching Calami- 
ties. 4- Is ſhewed the Effefts of this Diſtreis. x. In 
Mens Hearts which ſhall fail for tear, And 21y. In their 
Eyes which ſhall increaſe the fears of the Heart, by ſeeing 
and beholding the Miferies as they approach nearer and 
nearer, and the great Miſchief which they do. [ The Spi- 


Pre 13. 14- rit of a Man ( faith Soloman ) will bear its Infirmitzes, 


but a wounded Spirit who' can bear 2 ) The Heart is the 
ſupport of a Mans Spirit , and ſo long as the Heart holds 
up ſtout and confident, it carries him off through many 
temptations : but if a Mans Heart fail him, rhen all his 
Spirits break, and evaporate into meer Air and Lngeons 
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And the Heart failing, Man lifts up, his Eyes, as it they 
ſhould, help 'him, and. yet they 1 by feeing, ,and/bcholding 
the great Clouds of appreaclung Eyils.gdq rather wcreale 
and heighten the Sorrow, while they have no tycungs to 
tell but of grievous Miſchiet and | Miſeries continually 
threatning, and yet can they not chuſe but looks up fill, 
though they can behold no Comfort. After thus rate was 
the. 6 1 of Jadahtound, when the Lord: beheld : the 


State thereof, as of [| People that beat uothing but Voices jer.56. 5, 
of trembling, where is nothing but fear, without hopes of © 


Peace. V1 ernftre © faith the Lord ) do I fee every Man 
with his hand's ou his Loyns, as a Woman in Trauail, ( as if 
Man alla ſbould Travail with Child ) and all Fages are tus» 
xd into paleneſs. las, for that ay 4s great, - ſa that none 
is like ut: It is the time of Jacobs trouble.) This was 
when the Cal/dears oppreiied and over-ran the whole 
Kingdom of Judea,, but at that time they were gelivercd. 
Even ſuch are, the Calamitics that are,.now approaching 
upon the World, aud ſome” Natzons , perhaps may cleape 
with ſmall harms, and others ,may be fate cnough : Bur 
ſome where, and on ſome certain Nations, . theſe great Tri- 
bulatiohs, the like whereof were never before knovyyn, are 
novy hke to happen 1n a ſhort ſpace. ,.. For xow ;he Powers 
of Heaven are ſhaken, as. our Saviour ; faith in_my_ Text, 
For the Powers of Heaven fhall be ſhakev. - And this is the 
third thing, the Cauſe and Groundvvork both of the Signs 
and the Miſeries forevvarned. The Poyvcrs of Heaven 
are either Ethiciently or Inſlrumentally . Efficiently 
and Principally are, ;Gad furmſelt, and af him lis Holy 
Angels, the Povvers of Heaven. . Inſtrumentally: the Su», 
Moon, and Stars, and all the Hoſts of Heaven, are the 
Povvers and Strength of Heaven, by vvhich according to 
Nature Gog Atts upon Eargh, Novyv God 2nd his Angels 
are, too high to be ſhaken, but their Inſtrumems may be 
ſhaken, and that cither vvhen God.ſhall {lake them, as a 

| Man 
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Man Ne; how Weapon when he. brandiſheth his Sword 
to'ftrike therewith. And thus Ged ſhakes the Powers of 
Heaven, when the Sur, Moow, and Stars, ſeeming to daſh 
one againſt another, either by Body or Aſpett, do make 
even the Farth and all its Inhabitants to ſhake and trem. 
ble at' their Motions. And here alſo the Potentates/on 
Farth, in a ſenſe called the Powers of Heaven, becauſe the 
Got of Heavens Agents, are alfo thak#n by the greater 
Powers of Heaven above. And thus the'late ' gacat C- 
met, and the great #clipſes, and the reat Conjunition of 
Saturn-and Jupiter now in being, "are the ſhaking of Hea- 
ven, our Saviour ſpeaks of'; And'after theſe, its to be fea- 
red, mipy'Prodigrtes and Signs 'will ſtill appear more and 
more both 'in  Heavettynd Earth, until: the forewarned 
Diſtreſs'of Nations 'doth come upon them. Now what 
theſe Comets, Eclipſes, and Conjunttions do ſignifie, belongs 
not to this place or time to be Treated on ; nor yet do [ 
think my ſelf concerned to fay how near or how far off 
thoſe rhreatefed' Calamitics are;'unto the Nations: Only 
ſuppoſing the worſt, give'me kave by help of the con- 
text to ti them ſo far'as'Gods Word-gives us' warn- 
ing, and ſo'Tfhall come to Application... - - | 

© *Now to this, *ptrpoſe we are to note, : that at this time 
of. my Text, , our Saviour 15 upon Anſwer to three Que- 
ſtioris. 'As 't. When ſhall theſe 'things be, ' meaning the 
Deſtru&tion of Feruſalem; vvhich a little afore, Chriſt had 
been Treating upon. 2. What ſhall be the Sign of Chriſls 
coming; that is, by His Vicegerent to'deliver the Few ott 
of Captivity: And 3. What "ſhall *be the Signs of the 
end 'of the World. Unto all'vvhich our Saviour anſvvers 
comprehenſively, as if, vvhat is the Sign of the one, ſhall 
be the fame of all three; And look hovv it is like to, be 
in that day, vvhen'the vvhole World of Heaven and Earth 
are to Periſh by Fire, ahd be Deſtroyed, even fo after the 
ſame rate ſhall it happen 'vvhenFeruſalem is tobe DET 
an 


| (& ) 
and: when the Gentile Nations are many or moſt of thern 
t© bexliſtteſſed/ For ar each. of all cheſe three rimes ſhall 
bei great Tribulation, ſuch: as the like was never 
before,beſidesor ſince,excepting-the very Paralels. Of theſe 
the Deſtruftion of Jeraſa/em-is paſt, the Calamity of the 
Gentile /Nations even now. waits them. And the end of 
the World ſhall coine in its time. 

- But will ſome-fay, in-what, particular manner ſhall theſe 
things/be 2 to which Lanſwer in a three Fold reſpeCt. 

1; Inreſpe&t of the Cauſe meving to bring on ſuch Ca- 
lamities upon the Nations, with . Gods Vengeance for 


Greatiand Crying Sins... [- For: ('Says, our Saviour) Theſe Lake 21, 


be'the Days of Vengeanicegthat all x that are wratten,y 

be fulfillet. Tocfore Jerſalews and the Jews fall, clus the 
Chriſt was moſt wickedly murdered by his own People, 
at whoſe hands he had moſt ſingularly. and inco y 
well deſerved. And for Vengeance, becauſe of that Death, 
came*p theFatal Tribukation-of/thoſe Days. And now 
Is expected} 'F that the, Times! of the Gentiles be fulfilled, ] 
Thar'isirilt' {:'7hey or-J@ne:of thent ſball' prevail and accom- 


Pliſh'to/ſeatter the Power'vf the holy People, then ſhall their v. 24- 


Vengeance come.) The Turks. are at this time, and. for ma- 
Years have been Lords of the Holy Land,, and do 

Tread: [Fey under Foot, and do keep it away that 
the: Jews, the Right Owners cannot poſſeſs it at this Day, 
they ure a Barbarous fort. of ' People, 'that have neither 
Law. nor Goſpel, nor any. thing of good Education to 
i Government, and therefore it Pleaſes God to 
with-their Rude Manersormmrk. the: more. {© But 


yet having a Law written in their Hearts, their Conſcience 
bearing witneſs, and their Thoughts. the mean ' while accyfng 
- elſe excufing one aw] When they break out in Ex- 
ravagancies againſt all Laws, of, Nature and Conſcience 
then will God judg them, and the Jews ſhall be reſtored 
And tor . theſe Extravagancies the Jews have a long time 
| D | tare 
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w Vieuar, an Baſl 
who made up the Divan of Grand the gre Bf 
together, © N r their” Lg and .Emperout., Sultan 
of Ibrahim, the Grand 8, ” unro whom they were bit 
Slaves or Common 'Subje And accordingly they 
Summoned him with a Writ of Juſtice, ray tw 4 
Keno Oboe: cough Tir Miſlemeanours ;. W | 
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im JONEed. anc 
= him. And now therefore foy 

fs in Foepira hare done ies the Kg, fn 
$ 010g Cm 
eden of 'the Holy ' that is the Power of 
the Ottoman Family, which was-glways eſteemed - Sacred 
ong the Turks, and he was a Ki g, Which is an Office, 
whers | a vile. Wretch) 2 
; Vie in- that Couutry, 
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halen of by n of by qreoty and Vengeance waits he Forks 
| and when that V Vengeane fl then the 
Ay reſtored.” True it is that Sz/tan 
firſt, and after hiny'Saltev Mytapha were: afore this tle 
throned by the Tor#s,"bur- then thoſe things were: ' done 
Sr ang and. not by « folemn Council-and -Court |; 
of Judicature-as was this, andtherefore on that very Year, | 
the iniquity of that Nation of Gentile People was Rupened, 
and Fengeance waits them nt 
Now: as. the 7arks, fo-the Muſervites and  Abaſſmes , -d1 


Chriſtian Gentikes of two'great Ewpyres, whereof 


"Io 
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oy of h Were in Coun- 
wry as the Jews had been , 
ao bra fn he ins ont 
at Naples Year were: gui 
+anie 6 ort of Contempt Authority. "The 
alſo about-theſame time, t with the Princi- 
their ity, were of humour, 
farie age, and at the fame time. Bur above and be- 
yond all others were the Scots and Eng/iſh Famoufly No- 
torious for rheir Fewi/b Principals. ' 
'Fhis, This is the 
T Behold 6 King did Reig # in 
virned in Fadgment |] ( and tas abiding place from the Wind, 
ia ror rome To ; yea as Rivers of water in a 


dn and as the. ſþ ow of a great Rock ir 
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; And the Crown is fallen from our _— 
(ihe to us, that we ave Sinned..") [[\For the Breath 
Niſtrills, the Annointed of the' Lord, 'of whom we faid, 
der his ſhadow wo fhaÞ Live among the: Heathens, rovgen was 
taken in their Pitts. ) Here, Here it was of all 1 an 
the World, where the Murther of Chriſt was fo Lively 
Adted over « Freſh, in,gll Points as if the fame Chriſt that 


Oe 3 Jaane, had come from the 
eat London, and to be pu nc fuee dye 


to: 
Barbarous Jewiſh Engliſh Council. - Here were wLively 
Jewiſh SeQts of Phariſees, Saddutes 


bn pen mY 
Effenes, and Herodians. The Perfe&t Partraictures of 27+ 
- and Pontius Pilatus, of Annas and Caia as,' Fohn and 


Alexander, and'the whole Kindred, the Prieſts and 
Elders, The Rulers and Seribes, and of the Ci- 


ty, and Captains of the Army, and'the-very. Face of the 


whole 


where at the ends of Time, j;,. >. 
Righteouſneſs, "and Princes Go» 2. 


Jewiſh Abamination of Iniquity, and [| Loe , | amene 
the jay of our heart is ceaſed, and our | Dance is turned into 15, 15. 
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on nERe FH Prince here had colove 
the' hands of his ; by'all mens, and- very. Eceini, 
conſellion; who 're red the welfare of his Subjets, even 
a5 a'Mother wou!d:do! by her Sucking+Child.; fo truly 
humble; fo-exceeding;;gracious, ſo) Heayenly;: Pious and 
Devour ir all:Points,; *.Ionaruy fo hiarleſs, as any Dove, 
and yet 'wiſe,unts Admiration,/as a Serpent; ſo Faithful to 
h's Oath, fo:obfervant of Duryto God-and-Man, as rare- 
ly was the--like ſo gracious and” Heavenly Prince ever 
known. And yet they.drqve:him' from-, hys- Houſe ang 
Home,  and*: rendered hinv ijnrwork State then the Foxes 
vvhich have Holes, they purſued him, and ſet forth. Pros 
climatiowafter him, that if any Man knevv vyhere he was, 
he muſt reveal it to the tvva, Houſes, they caught him, by 
Treachery of»Money, betrayed by @ Judas ot hisovyn 
Houlſe;''mose ,then one! and another, they-Imprifoned 
Him, and left! tim careleſly;/as:it had-been on purpole., 
that the: Army might-ſeize on him, They led.him up vs 
doryn in Triumph, Voted no more Addreſſes to him, and 
Finally. rhey Spar-on-hiny,. Moctd him, Scorn's him, cry 

ed Fuſtrce,' Full, at him, and Execution, Execution, aig 
him; as others ones ſaid: Cracifie, Crucife, him, They Ex- 
amined him, the 7J red-him, they cauſed the Army, Mex to 
Contlemn hith ©" pts OM -4' Sia fold: et fore: hu\oun' Door, 
they Cat-off alt, epherd and ſcat- 
tered:the Flock, (they "ſlew whey ty Oe his Inhe- 
"ranaelie This Diced our-Soveraign much after 
the mifiner/ as did our. .Saviour, ' and was-as Honourably 
Buried by houourable Men, and was after the ſame Rate 
heartily-and bitterly: -Lamented, both-by Men and Wo- 
men, -ho- ſtood afar off 'with Loud Lamentatian and 
; out Cries, and Finote their Breaſts 'andſ> Returned. And 
as our Saviour hd his-fore-runner St.;Joby. the Baptiſt, fo 
had-our-Soveraign _— Man, the. Areh-Biſhop of Cay- 


terbury 
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 terbury William: Land, bis Fellow | Suffgrer, who leq ſum 
Ce ok: and Suffered ; miich after, the: fame 

"Bate as John the Bapriſ® had dohe before him. - And as 
our Saviour Suffered not for his Sin, noxgan Obſervance 
of any Law of God or Man, but becauſe he would not 
Plead, -. So our Soveraign and the Arch-Biſhop were Con» 
demned,.not for their Crimes, but as was ſaid of our Sa- 
viour, leſt the Papiſts, ( that is the Romans ) ſhould come 
and Root out both the place and the Nation, and they 
madea- Law after the Fact was done, after the manner of 
the/ Barbarous Turks, without preſident of Trug _ Jew or 
Holy. Chriſtian, and that without warranty of any Law 
of Tod or Mag, to. put them both to. Death , and that to 


25 it ſhall ſeem hot at all for any Crime done, but mcer- 
ly. becauſe the one was a King, and the other an Arche 
Biſhop, . they having nothing elſe again! either the one or 
theother, with-any Colour of blame as could anzount to 


touch either their Lives. or their Eſtates. And thus alas, 


it. lyes-upon. us alſo to call to mind,: that the [ 7ime.of the. Lake 21: 
Gentiles is © fulfilled here too, } and. that: with us alſo has 7+. " 


been [, He, who bath accom; liſhed 10 ſeater the Power of the 7. 
Holy. People; and that 1 Fear me 1a the moſt Notorious 
manner Ha ger vgs knovvn, bay all chat they have 
done in any. Kingdoms or CATErySf. And vvhat is. 


yet vvorſe, the Turksare a Barbarous, and allitctate ſort of 


Brutes, but our Country Men are ſuch, as. [' Enew the wil; y, ,,.. 


of God, and-yet . prepared not themſelves, nor. did they ac--47. 
cording to Gets +4 but rather tb and —_ 
fore are in ſo. much : the more, dauger to be Beaten with many, 
Stripes.) | T: 

- 05. But will ſome fay perhaps, whatever. that.Sin was, 
tis pardoned by.the A&. of, Oblivion, and more have fuf- 
tered. by, reaſon-thereof, then the Kings Majeſty deſired ; 
and. where no. Man complains, how.can any Man fay 
where is the wrong, ? Pt; | | 
4x [A 
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Mat. 24- ' Begy unto that time, the like had never been before." 
Fox look by 
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True it 5 is, F Anfwer, Sore hive 

mCi 64d Autos Fo bevy adv hawing 

God,both wg Format yro vant  fach as Brioke, Pix 

ke. Strottd, and Floyl, c, and divers others, and 


fome by the mediat hand of J ſuch as Harriſas Ca 
Cook, Peters and the reſt ; and fo too, it was in the 


23.34 and there for the Re Keck 
Jeſus Chriſt ſeemed more then fatisfied with theſe, and 
lefs then theſe things ; NE th wept in Pray 
and was earneſtly intent with d, that his Murdere 

be Pardoned ; ng pero rs. >0 King 
who ſuffered. Bur yer Gods Vengean woutd - nor 
it Kok yet Wrath and 


_ ſatisfied + For 

engeance no ny Fats looms with 
Mon _ *For after Chriſts -Bloydal- 
moſt hn all ehings Gkem'd with olex-yort oft 
fafe, 'thar the ' very chief f Phrdanre made 


talked of ONS: this Mans [os lu 


ner 
bares — 


am cls a: adn oro m he ir 


how much it fad been the longer ere Venge- 
ance came, when ' it fell at laſt, it fell fo much the hea- 
pier and more foul, even unto uttet Deſolation and Extir- | 
noo nomad and fo is. it to be feared 
i may be here. 
 " There was 2 "and a great Xing, that was a moſt 
Inwmecent and Holy that has been ſlain, and there 
was a moſt Reverend and Innocent Church-Man, even one 
who ſtood to Miniſter before the Lord our God, Was pr 
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fellow Servants alſs, and their Brethren, that ſhould" be 5). 
led as they were, ſhould be fulfilled ; and white Robes were 
given unto every one of them to reſt in, in the mean time.) 
And the Fellows and Brethren tarried for, are thoſe Mar- 
tyrs of our late times. That thoſe Martyrs of Queen Mz 
rys days, were an Holy People, their Trial in Fire did 
plainly teſtifie, and that the Faith and NOTE kg 
they pradtiſed, was truly Religious and Holy, is 

by the Martyrdoms they indured therefore. . "And yi 
People, and was their Worthip | Ho 


of the 


of all Go who trod exattl in the ſame ſteps, and endy- 
red the famo Teſts. And does the Bloud of fuch Sacred 


and great Saint lie. at Stake for Vengeance, Fn 
that accompanied with Brethrehs Bloud of ſo] pear weigh 
as Ws that of our Predeceſſours : > Then let Tews look 


up ; for they are riſen up who have'equalled their iniqui- 
ties, and the Redemption of the Jews therefore draweth 
nigh. But as-for us, we have.great Reaſon God knows 
to look down, andlet all wiſe Men conſider it ! The Iriſh: 
Rebels in 1641, who Murdered ſo. many Thouſand Pre 
zeſtants, have in ſome meaſure taſted Divine Vengeance 
for the ſame, And the Scotiſh Rebels who were at bot- 
tom of all our Woe, and gave the firſt Alarm to all the 
Bloud of the late times, and did tear and rend our Church- 
men; as Swine would do by the beſt of Jewels ; haven 
ſome meaſure been whipt for ſo doing; atd that ſomewhar 
ſeverely. But our Eng/;ſh Rebels, whether Pres Series ; 
Indipendants, or others, who Murdered the 7ivo great | 
Witneſſes of Gods Houſe, the Biſhop firſt, and then the 
King, and that not Treacherouſly +. Raſhly, as the Pa: | 
piſts in France did by the two Royal Hen 's there ; but 
ſolemnly and in co/d Bloud, by a % ourt of  Fudanure, I ting 


- . 
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titliogathe God of Heaven to have a ſhare with them ig 
their Sin ; did a& a Murder with a Witneſs, mingled with 
Hypocriſie and Blaſphemy in a high degree , and yet have 
nat (to ſpeak on ) been once called to account for the 
fame. But alas the time is now coming on, and the Chil- 
ren then unborn muſt Rue the time, tor the Bloudy Inſo- 
lencies of Cronwel and Bradſhaw, and their other Fellows. 
For,the Bloud of theſe Days was of more Worth and grea- 
ter Value, and is more to be miſt, then Tem Thouſand 
times Ten Thouſand common Proteſtants. Theſe were 
Saintly Rebels who did theſe things, and mae, it 
ſeems as if God has deſigned to make it known toall the 
World, how much they were Diabohcal Hipocrites: Ma- 
ny of thery, no doubr,were truly good Men, meerly drawn 
in and deluded, and theſe have had ſpace of Repentance, 
which was not in vain unto them. Bur the reſt vvere 
Vik Deccivers, vvho meerly counterfeited Saintſhip, and 
therefore the King Pardoned them, in expectation, that be- 
ing truly Penitent, of their own Selves, and out of their 
ovvn Hearts, they would have Reſtored il-gotten-Goods, 
Reformed their Lives, and have Implored Gods Pardon at 
the Throne of Grace ; and God has given them full time, 
as He did once by the Murtherers of Chriſt, that they 
may remain without all Exception, that it may be ſeen 
to the uttermoſt, 'if ought of Goodneſs abide in them. 
But inſtead thereof, being grown worſe and worſe, and 
now at laſt retaining a meer Naked Name of Religion, 
fraught with Malice and Hypocriſie, and haſlening unto 
new Rebellions Daily, upon the very Old Principles, 
without any thing of the fans of true Piety, they ſcem 
even dropping Ripe for Vengeance. For though true ir 
15, that his preſent Majeſty has fully granted them Par- 
don, and no doubt he did well in it, becauſe it was his 
Fathers Will, it ſhould be fo, and we ought to have the 


utmoſt Veneration for the Commands of Dying Parents, 
? E and 
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and'efpecially for Saintly Ones, ſuch as the. Fatheg in;this 
Cafe certainly was.” | 1h Obedience» therefore to that 
Command!” the King has Pardoned, andino Man beneath 
the King, can therefore aeny or difanul the fame, and 
Woe be to that 'Man who thall yet think of fucha thing ! 
And fecing the King and his Cavaliers have tully Pardon- 
ed; who thaff Condemn ? But Ah, Alas, thele Pardons 
extend*only | unto Exemption from Corperal Puniſhment 
by the' PArdoners, but tend nothing at all towards an 
Expiation with God, without true Repentance for their 
Blouty Crimes. And in cafe of Rapineand Blood, . it 
{zems' no Tears nor Ails' of Confeſſion, -' can be eſleemed 
with God Pemfential enough', without Reſtitution and 
SatisfaQion, nt leaſt, . unto the utmoſt of -the Penitents 
Ability. We may remember, That by a Free-Parlia- 
ment, in the Choice of which, neither the King nor the 
Biſhops, nor hardly any Cavaliers, had Votes, the late 
War, ' ina moſt free '/Debate, has been Adjudged to be'a 
Notorious Rebellion on the'Conquerours part, which was 
the Parliaments ſide, and that the Covenant, which was 
the Bond of that Confederacy, deſerved to be Burnt; 
which if ſo, by what a fair Umpyrage has/God then de 
termined, at whoſe Door lies all the Blood-guiltineſs,! 
And if fo, what'a Fatal Blood-guiltineſs-of Crying Mur- 
thers, lies then at thoſe Mens Doors ? What Feartul 'Ac- 
counts of "Taxes, Sequeſtrations, -and ſuch like, have all 
Men on that fide to Anfiper for: before the Tribunal 
Throne of God? * And how' many Thouſands; are there 
'in Ciry and Countrey, who are. made Rich meerly aut 
of the Ruins of Conſciencious, Religious-and Loyal Sub- 
jets, by means of Plunder, and Sequeſtration, and Decir 
mation, and Moneys of Compoſition wring'd out of 
their Pockets, by an high Hand 2 With Men indeed, in 
ſuch a caſe of Rebellion, theſe things'were unealie-to be 
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decided, - and therefore, by an A& of general Obtncn 
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all-fach matters were reaſonably Pardoned by His Majes 
fly, by Advice of Parliament-; but I am ſpeaking now of 
the Scrutinies of Heaven only, which ſearch” into the 
deepeſt Secrets of all Hearts. The Parties Wrong'd were 
willing to Pardon, that is, they were contented quietly 
to let go their Goods, and to let go all benefit of the 
Law, in order to: recover their Rights ; but. yet neither 
the King nor the Cavaliers, made any Decd of Giit , in 
order to Eſtate the Robbers in their Stolen Goods. The 
A@ of Oblivion was pleadable in all Courts, except 
that of Conſcienee, but there it was of no force. Goſpel- 
Statutes therefore required all Rebels and Thieves, not- 
withſtanding all Acts of Parliament, ' tending "to Oblivi- 
on,” and Excuſe, from Law-ſuits, and from all Recoveries 
of the Kings Courts, to make their Peace with God by 
an hearty Repentance, and to make their Peace with 
the individual wrong'd Parties, either by a Reſlitution, 
or Satisfaction, or ſome ſuch Acknowledgment and Con- 
feſſion, of the wrong, as might give content to the Par- 
ty wronged. But how few be they who have done this ? 
And now therefore, though either the King, nor the 
Cavaliers, have any thought, in the leaſt, of expeRati- 
on of- any Satisfaction for ſuch old Wrongs. Yet it ap» 
pears by the foreboding Signs, that the Time-is coming, 
and 1s at Hand, wherein God will make Inquiſition for 
Innocent Blood, and call to Account for thee things. Be 
there therefore any Body remaining among theſe guilty 
Rebels, and King:Killers, who were really good Men, 
but were beguiled, and thinking they did well, put their 
Hands to the vvgong, and taſted of the Blood of Gods 
Witneſſes, the King, or the Biſhop, or their Aiders, and 
have not to this. Day found out the Sin that jurks in the 
Cale; it is high time for them to avvake, - and, Jook 
about them, - and to make their: Peace in time ; for the 
Blood: ofthe Infiocent Crys for Vengeance, and the thin 
| E 2 Cheeks, 
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Cheeks, lean Pockets, and Thread-bare-Coats, of 'pooy 
oppreſſed Cavaliers, do'Cry aloud tor Vengeance ;- yea, 
though the preſent Laws are {lent in the Caſe, and Weſt. 
minſter-Hall makes no Inquiſition nn Tuch Caſes. Ang 
now too, the Time of Forbearance 1s growing off, and 
the Time is coming, when all Impenutents ſhall taſt of 
the Rod, and the reſt ſhall Repent, and give unto God 
his true Glory. And ſo much may ſerve tor the firſt form 
or manner of Tribulation , in reſpe&t of the efficient 
Cauſe thereof, namely, Gods Vengeance. 

The Second form or manner of the Tribulation, is de- 
ſcribed in reſpe& of the Inſtruments, It thall be by means 
of infinite Bloud and Slaughter, that is at Hand. When 
ye ſhall ſee Jeruſalem compaſſed with Armies, ( faith 
Chriſt, ) then Jet them which are in Judea flee to the 
/ Mountains, and let them which are in the mid(t of it, de- 
part out, and let not them which are in the Countries, en- 
ter thereinto. And he who is onthe Houſe-top, let him nor 
come down to take any thing out of his Houſe, and bea 
Man in the Field, let him not go home for his Cloaths. 
Intimating, that there ſhall follow ſuch Univerſal Maſh- 
cres, that it ſhall be in vain for a Man to uſe Defence a- 
gainſt them, or to uſe Means to eſcape, but as good to 
Die on the Houſe-rop, as'to come down to Periſh below. 
And bea Man in a way of eſcape with his Life in the 
Field, let him take no care for his Goods, the danger be- 
ing id quick, and ſo very ſharp and great, that without 
ſomething of a Wonder, a Man {hall hardly fave his Life. 
And novv the Time is coming, that the fame ſort of Tri- 
bulation Threatens the Genri/e Nations with perplexity of 
Diſtreſs, as our Saviour then beſpake upon Jeruſalem 
vvhether it be Conſtantinople, or London, or Paris, 0r 
Rome, or vvhat other uiley City, let them look to it, and, 
let us be avvare of vvhat ſhall follovv. Shall vve ever live 


to ſee-London Compaſſed about vvith Arrfiies, or to y_ 
of 
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of the Factious, Schiſmatical or Seditious there raiſing Tumults or 
Rebellion, under any pretence whatſeeyer, though neyer ſo ſpe- 
cious, and ſhall.they ſo far prevail,c&. Then letall Loyal Subjects, 
who have any true Fear of God before their Eyes, and euther 
were not of the late Rebellion, or have- repented of their guc 
thereof, ſtay with the King,and pertak2 with him in his Fortunes , 
where is the only and greateſt aſſurance of Safety, or if not ſo, 
however let them in time berake themſelves unto the Mountains, 
and get them our of the places where the greateſt of dangers Lodg- 
es. There is a Prophecy in force at this time of a | grear City 
that is ſpiritually called Sodom and Egypt, and has the Charatter of 
the City where our Lord was Crucified : where is to be expetFed a great _— 
Earth-quake, by means whcreef the Tenth Fa of the City ſhall fall, © 
and there (ball be Slain of Men of Note 7 Thouſand, and the Remnant 
affrighted ſhall give Glory to the God of Heaven. | It does notat all con- 
cern me at this time to diſcover what City: it is-that is here meant. 
That it is not Feru/alem is ſure enough for that, that City lay in 
Aſhes at the time of rifis Prophecy expreſPr, and is not yet free of 
the fame. And whether it be meant of any City where Chriſt was 
Crucitied a Freſh by reaſon of his great Subſtitute or Vicegerent 


put to Death much after the rate as he was. And whether this be . 
intend me, Or London, or Confl antineple, | need.not Deter- 
mine. enough that warning of ſich a thing 1s come forth , 


let all great Cities inquire ſaying [ #5 #- 1? ] And Lendon eſpecially, Mar. 26 
becauſe of the Sacred Majeſty which. was here put to Death ag *': 
Chriſt was,by an High Cours of juſtice. By the Earth quake ismeant 

an utter overturn of that City, as to.its *rate of Felicity, as Hou- 

ſes or Trees uſe to bt overttrned by an Earth-quake, whence ſhall 

follow a greivous Mallacre of the. Tenth part of the Inhabitants, 

and among them 7000 Perſons of Principal Note. The molt 
Reverend Arch-Biſhop Uſber, who has been a Perſon well known 

of good Converſation and Eminent Piety, and withall very much 
Propherical, hath lately ſpoken much to the fame purpoſe of a 
greivous Maſlacre. or a. Bloudy time, that attends {ome fort cf 
Proteſtants, which ſhall exceed the Maſlacrees of freand, and thoſe 

of 72 at Paris in France, and ſhall be the ſharpeſt 2loudy time 
thatever was known. -There be alfo that alk of Prophecies, as if 

the Streets of Lyden ſhall Flow with Bloud, like the Kennels wich 
Water after a ſhower, 1 give no teſt to the Truth of this, lowever 
4 ſay 


16y it is uſefalto dread the worſt. This Maſſacre molt Reverent 


IL 


"Elders there,” by the Romgn Catholicks, permitting Je did 
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Uſher fays ſhall geen by. the Felode of the Papiſts, And Arch- 
Biſhop Laud'at his Death on the Scaffold, rook notice of the Pha. 
rifaical pretence of the Fews, for the Murther of Chrift, which 
was, [ left. the Romans ſhould come, and take away the Place and Ng. 
tion: ] and withal, how remarkably it pleaſed God to puniſh them 
and their Hypocriſie, by the very way that their pretence wag 
grounded ; when the Romans came indeed, and rook away their 
Nation, and otoyed the Place, not by any means of Chriſt or 
his Diſciples ; but ſent of God purpoſely to pumih their vile Hy. 
pocriſies and Rebellions. And hence he ſpoke it as his fear, Teſt it 
might be ſo again here in England, becauſe of the like pretences 
nnjuitly raiſed againſt the King and Himſelf, as if favourers of the 
Roman Papiſts, and therefore contrived his Death, as the Fey; 
had gone the Death of Chriſt, leſt che Papiſts (the Romans) ſhonld 
come and deſtroy this place and' Nation. © Andnow as the preten- 
ces here were falſe and hypocritical, and lying in wait for Sacred 
Blond, as thoſe of rhe $3 - fo that Holy Arch-Biſhop beſpake 
his fears, left the Juſtice of Heaven ſhould puniſh this City, and 
theſe Pretenders, as, he did” Fern/alem and the Phariſees, Priefts and 


the Romans by [Feruſalem ; to deſtroy this wa and ifmati- 
cal and Seditious People. therein. The words of dying*Men are 
often very truly Prophetical, much more are they fo of dying 
Martyrs, and moſtly of ſuch Prieſtly Martyrs as was this Arch- 
Biſhop. How. dreadful therefore at this time, does danger look 
upon this City, and'uron all Men of thisLang that ſtand ſtained 
with the Guilt of the late Rebellions, and-efpecially upon all ſich 
who inſtead of Repentance for the ſame, -doſhew forth Images of 
their old- fins, as if juſt about to be acted over again. And as 
aboding of ſich Dangers, a general Conſternation ſeems to poſ- 
ſeſs all, Mens Minds with Dread and Fears, which nfually precede 
greivous Judgments. There is f' a Plagye- paſt, ) [ and a Dreed- 
ful Fes bur theſe tem bur as thoſe things of which Chritt ſpeak 
ſaying, | they are but the beginning of Serrow ] the Caſe of "Feru'a- 
Jem is to us an example of torewarning, and a pattern of what we 
have'to fear, Let wiſe Men therefore, read the ſtory, and fore- 
ſceing thence. a Cloud of Tribulation hanging over our heads, let 
them, ſtudy che Holy Art'of true Repentance "and Amendment, 
that fo their own Lives may be given them for a Prey. God be 
praiſed, 


(3t ); 
whorin all his Jadgmenrs remembers.Mercy ?, who wonld 


not permit one ſpark 0 | 
faſt Lot was ſafely ſecured and conveyed away ; and who would 


Fire to-fall on Sodom, and Gomorrah, before. G.,. 1% 


2 Pet.2. 


not hurt either Sea or Land, or ſuffer his Angels ſo todo, until all 7. 


good Men had marks intheir Foreheads to be.a note of their pre- R®: 7: 3» 


fryation. And fo ſaid 'the molt Reverend, Biſhop Uſber, though * 


there ſhall follow a moſt terrible ſevere Maſlacre, -yer the true 
Saints ſhallmoſtly eſcape it; and the formal, hy pocritical, and falſe 
Proteſtants only ſhall periſh. The -Papilts who are to do this mil- 
chief, one would think are bur thin among us, fo far as can be 
diſcerned ; but what ſtore of them lurk in diſguiſe, .or what -For- 
reign Prince may be let in, ox may þyeak.in upon. us, God knows. 
Some way or other its to be feared, they. will prevail for a.time, 
[ remember the French renowned Prophet Michael! Noſtradame, has 
a Propheſie of a City Built with Brick, that 18 40 be burnt down, 
and to be Brfilt again with Marble. If it be Londons fate to prove 
that Building of Brick, there is little tq be doubted bur afterwards 
it will be ſeen again cloathed in Marble, But-methinks-I dread 
morethe Blond-of the People then the Flame of the Houſes. - And 
ſhould the French be the Inſtruments of. this Bloudy Woe, theze js 
as great likehhood their own' Metrepoliz-will pay for our Repairs 
Within a few Years after, even Fire for Fire, and Bloud for Bloud. 
For 'tis but a Factious and Seditious Crew of them, who as it were 
marked for Vengeance, are fo haunted by an evil Conſcience, and 
diabolick-Faries, that they cannatreſt call they pull down, Judg- 
ments npontheir own beads, and rgin npontheir Families. But (© 
foon as:Gods. Work ſhall be done onthele, there isa Virtuous Breed 
of Loyal Hearts who never yer bowed knee to Baal, who ſhall at 
once'rife up and deſtroy the Deſtroyers, and burn the chaſtizing 
Rods, : And'thus have I mingled hapes and fears arpong my hum- 
bleConjectures and Prayers ; and all to this. end, that bent poſſible 
evi:Mermay be'drawg'4n to" fee and repens: their grievous Sins, 
anc good Men bay be prepared to glorize God, and to give him 
te praiſe of all his glorious Works. And ſ@ much for.this ſecond 
torm of Tribulation. . 

The 3d. is deſcribed in reſpe(t-of the Wragh and Bitterneſs, an 
the 'Forments that; are;t0/ateng jt; Wo; be to them ( faith our 
Sayiout: ). who ſhu}} be tyith Child, {ball giye Suck inthoſe days? 


lntimating har the: Bitterneſs of the Diſtres, and V'rath ſhall be {* **- 


fo great, that People ſhall'not know which way to turn them, 
| OF 
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Gr ' what to-do, in hopes - to liave bety. - When Wars ſhall - 
r 


cotne thick, and'Barbarous Sonldiers ſhall range abour like ronr- 
ing Devik, ſeeking whomthey may devour, Robbing, VVounding; 
.aad Killing all they meet; then Old and Young will be tor©r eq 
Fly as they can, and leaving their Goods to fave their Lives, in 
thoſe days what. ſhall the poor VVoman do, with a ſmall Child ac 
her Breaſt;or a ſmaller in - her Body ? Loath ſhe 1s to hazard the 
Fruit of her VVotnb to ſave her own Life, and therefore She Flies 
wich the Babe in her Arms; till ryced with the Burtaen in her 
Boſom, when *cis too late, wich an heavy hear: ſhe leaves it-to the 
Mercies of the Mercileſs, and becomes her ſelf at the next ſtep an 
Objet of the ſame wrath. VVithin the'walls She is rather worſe 
than withour; where preſerving Life a few weeks the longer, the 
Famine bites worſe there, then the Sword did in the Fields. Here 
the Mother has not Food to fatighe'her own Hunger, 'and _ is fain 
to feed her tender Infant from her Heart-Bloud, unti[violentHun- 
ger conſtraining, neceſſity of Nature draws her in to flay and eat 
the Fruit of her VVomb to allay the fierce Bitrernels of inceſſant 
Hunger. And fach was the hardſhip in Fereſalem, that one Af 
1am a Tich Matron, after many conſtraints, 'having fodden the 
Fleſh of her Child to quallifie her hungry Appetite; was rob'd of 
it when ready to fit down and eat, by the rude and Seditions Rab- 
ble, led in by the ſmell to find the Prey ; and finally, She dyed 
as Thoufand others did, the painful & lingring death of Famine. 
Bur our Saviour has not intailed the whole Flock of Woes .onceem- 
ing Women'alone;' but rather inſtancedin one caſe, leaving us to 
judg of the reſt, and of - the whole Body of Hercules by his Foot, 
Hence therefore are we to conceive, or ſaying to our ſelves, woe 
alſo to the great Rich Men, mighty and wealthy in Mony and Land, 
whoſe Heart's glued to the World, as faſt as the good Womans bo- 
wells to her ſacking Infant, when'they:fhall ſee their Barns full of 
Corne all of a light Flame, and their Feilds' full of Catrel, quite 
emptyed, drove and cleared, their Cheſts full of Mony Riffed, their 
Daughters raviſhed,their Sons Slain in the VVars,& themſelves ſhue 

out of doors Languiſhing in Tome Ditch, as full of Careand Gnet 
as their Hearts can hold, ignorant;for Anguiſh of Spirit, whether be 

beſt for them to Dye of Hunger Languiſhing in obſcurity, or to be 

Slain by the Sword, or to expoſe thetnſelves a Captiveat the Ene- 
mies Mercy. For whenthe Rich Man looſeth his VVealth, tt is, 


aSiF his Armes.were- tearing from his Shoulders, or as - Soul 
| riven 
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driven one of his Body,and Flying for refuge into the Arms of De, 
vils. But to go on, we may conceive in that Day, Woe alſoto the 
Voluptuous and looſe Livers, Adulterers, Drunkards, Gameſters, 
and ſuch like; who know nothing to make - diſcourſe on but their 
fond Pleaſures of Vanity and Folly. Theſe arethey whoſe God is 
their Belly, whoſe Glory is in their ſhame, who mind Earthly things, Phitip. | 
Who can/n6 more Live without Wine and VVomen , Chambering 7. 
and VVantonneſs, then they can Swear and Swagger without an 
Head. VVhen theſe therefore ſhall ſe the Days that they muſt be 
kik't and Spurnd like Dogs, and may not Budg one Word of -anſ: 
wer, nor turn again; thatthey muſt be Stript and Rifled both of 
Mony and Cloaths,and all the Cringing, Fawning and Flattery,that 
ever they were bred np to, cannot gain them.one Meals Mear, 
nor an half-peny to Buy one Corn of Tobacco, or a lick of Bran- 
dy. Woe therefore to thoſe Lwondam Blades who were wont to 
Huffand Hedtor all they met, and who but they where-ever they 
came, but then barefoot and barelegd, with match-cord on their 
Arms, crouching and beſeeching, hke Beggars, leading to the 
Stocks, ſhall be fain to ſneak and ſhrink before every Ragged 
Boy, who drives them with a VVhip,as a Pedlar does his AG. VVoe " 
to them that do now call. Evil Good, / 4nd Good Evil, forthatin thote 4 
Days they ſhall find the difference. Bur yer again, to go one Step 
further. VVoe alſo to the Proud and Scornful ones, who are ugd 
£0 take State upon them, and were never yet made to ſtoop nax 
to bow the Knee, for'that inthoſe Days the 'Kings' of the Earth 
and the great Men, and the Rich Mery,and the cheif Captains, and 
the mighty Men, and” every Bondman, and every Freeman, ſhall ,.. . 
bide hemſelves in the Dens, andin the Rocks of the Mountaing, 1; 16. 
and ſhall ( for great fearand anguiſh of Spirit ) beg of the/Rocks 
and Mountains to fall on them, and to: hide them, from the Purſu- 
ing VVrath. Oh chat fuch might call to mind the Nobles of , Zers- 
falem, in the Siege of rhat Famous City, who when the Terpple was 
on Fire; andthey ſtanding onthe VValls, had fairmeans to:eſcape, 
and yet .deſperately polleſt with bitter anguſh- of. $pwic, and con- 
founded in the perplexity of their woful State, threw themſelves | 
headlong into the, Burning Flames: of the Rubbiſh of the Holy 
Tempe, \racher then. make eſcape to lengthen cheig deſperat Lives. 7225 of | 
Eaftly,/MWo; 'VVo; wthewhole Crowd, of the-Prophane: VVorld:, ** Fs. | 
becauf'in thole-Days,. all their! whole Hopes ſha arionce expire, | 
and turn: tb Dutt. ' Obi how®uriſpeakably Lamentable was- that Sol 
LS. 2,6 F Agony 


"0198 | 
Agony of all People at once in rhe Holy Land, at what time the 
Flame of the Temple, like the blaze of a mighty Bontwe, aſcend- 
ed with violence up to Heaven, then was there an Univer{q] 
Shriek all over the City, andon the Mountains all about, far and 
wide, every where within Sight of the Fire, the doleful Noiſes, 
anſwered with Mutual Outcrys, and moſt bitter Voan; And as 
if it had been their only remaining pleaſnre to bewail, there was 
no end of their Lamentation. For on the Temple of the Lord, as 
they called it, having fondly ſer their Hearts, when they ſaw it on 
a-Light Flame, it repreſented in their Phantaſtes, asif che Body je 
ſelf had been an Hell-Fire, where remained no more Hopes but 
that the Soul alſo muſt needs Periſh. Now in oor Days we have 
no ſach Temple to Lament, but yet every Man has his Diane, 
which is as great in his Imagination as was Diana with the Penple 
of  Epheſs : which when it happens to be deſtroyed, our whok 
hopes do fail therewith : and when a Mans Hearr fails, itis, as when 
the Foundation of an Houſe , gives way, at what time, beſure the 
whole Building is to Periſh therewith ; white the Spirit bears up, it 
bears all Calamiries, bur when the Spirit is once wounded, then a 
| 18, Mans burthen immediately becomes inſupportable. For in ſuch a 
24. . caſe diſpair approaches, and like a Storm oppreſleth the Mind and 
"Imagination, after which follows ſich a Confuſion in all Thoughts, 
that a Man is no longer able to Governhimſelf by Council, but 
Raſhly expoſes himſelf unto the Mercy of every Eminent. Dan- 
ger, as the Jewiſh Nobles, when they threw. themſelves head-long 
into the Fire, or as Judas, when he Hang'd himſelf. And ſuch is the 
like to be the Tormentof the enſuing Threatning Times, | So much 
therefore may ſerve for this three-fold Deſcription. 1 come next 
unto Application. | | 
If things ſtand thus, as we have the warranty of "Chriſt and of 
Damel for it. Then what kind of Perſons ought we to be, and 
thatin all admonition of ſolid Reafon, as well as in Obedience to 
che - Dictates of Conſtience-.and Duty. The anſiver is : obvious, 
For there is but one' Path to follow. that beſpeaks ſafety, ( all o- 
thers being viſibly defeated ) and that is, to purſue the Peace of 
E.._ God, which confiſteth in theſe few. Rules, . 
Col. 3, 2.' | It, Ser your Aﬀettions upon' things above, and not:on things bere 
2 below, - there is a neceſlity inthe caſe,” this whole woxld is hke:tb 
BA. 46.1 Periſh, the Heavens will be melted down, and: the Earth burnt-to 
2.2: *Aﬀaes, buttlie word of the Lord atfdeth for ever. {God is 6 
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{ent belp.in time of trouble, therefore ſaith the Plalmiſt, we. will wx 
fear, though the Earth be removed, and the Mountains carryed into 
the mid}? of the Sea, though the Waters thereof Rear, and be troubled, 
and tbe Mountains ſhake with the ſwe!lmg thereof. | In Godis fate- 
ty, and no wheretlſe ; Neceſlity therefore requires it, | that weſer (1 A 
eur affeions tn things abrue, and not in things here below. 4} For 
when {uch Tribulations come, the Ike whereof were never known, 
Riches, Honours, and Pleaſures, are but Bul-works of Srraw , 
that can make no kir.d of Fence, no nor at all, or like Plaiſters 
wrong applyed, which vex the Wound, bur healit not, while the 
greater a Man is in Wealth and Honour, he is but as it were the 
yreater bait, allowing to be the ſooner devoured. But 1n Chrilt Joh. 16. 
there is Peace, and in a good Conſcience 1s true fafery, ; 
Now here wilt ſome ſay, it may be {,' but the Virtues of Qyea. 
Gods Peace, and the Glory of things above, are matters, above 
us; hard to be attained. And though the things of this Life are 
failable, yet the others not appearing unto our Eye, we muſt 
fean unto what we can reach, and let them go as far as they can, 
and the reſt we muſt adventure. ; 
Thetruth is, The Natural Man perceiveth notghe things ( the Az. 
good and great and gloriofis things ) of God, becauſe rhey are 
only ſpiritually diſcerned, and he has not the. Faculty of ſpiritual * Ong 
diſcerning, But yet 1ſt, He may perceive, thatthere be ſome that '+ 
tave that Faculty, and by Vertue thereof do defpiſe the World, in 
Compariſon of thoſe thingsof Heaven, which by Eaith they do dil 
cern. And 2dly, If others have it, why may nor we alſo gain ſich a 9,1, 16. 
Faculty? ſeeing Chriſt has promiſed,to give us alſo of his Spirit whch 7, 13. & 
ſhall reach usallthings,borh by Enlightning our Minds, and chang- Ch. 3 3, # 
ing ourHearts. And 3dly, If fo, what great incouragement have we Ex- 35. 
to try and improve our Faith, that by uſing the means, ſuch as © 
Reading, Hearing, and Prayer, we may at laſt ſee how good 
the Lord is, and fo attain fory onr ſelves an Aflurance of Safery 
beyond the Weak and Treacherous ſupports of Worldly Pomps 
and Vanizies. The importunity therefore of 'Eminent Dangerous 
Times, Pregnantly requires and Commands, as we hope to be fa- 
ved, and do render our owu welfare, both here aud for ever, to taks 
and follow ſuch an  Effeftual Courſe, as may ſerve us, come the 
worſt come, that can'come. 
But here again will ſome fay, and conſeſs, that it may be good oye 
Council pzrhaps that is given, to look towards Heaven, but that 
the ſetting of the AtﬀeCtion tha: way which is altogether ſiperna. 
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natural is matter of fo great difhculty, that we have no hopes tg 
compaſs it, and beſides the Aﬀittions. by the way thereto, are 
Sharp and Severe, that without ſome incouragement from the 
range of. the Fleſh, which naturally we underitand, there is pg 
Subtiſting, 

In anſwer tothis, by our Saviour is propoſed ſaying [Is your Pa- 
fience paſſe(s. ye your. Saws... Intiratirtg, that Patience is a Remedy 
ſufficient ro ſupport us under all Aﬀfictions and Temtations, and 
however miſcarriages may befall our Podies, yet our Souls ſhall 
be Safe and Chearful, and quit of all Dangers. Patience isa Divine 
Vertne, whereby a Man iscnabled to bear his Crols, with as much 
eaſe, as if it were not, the Eſſence and Strength of this Vertue con- 
ſiterh,in a Stock of Courage,. and thePower of Habir, Facilitating 
endurance. The Horſe is a Beaft of great Conrage, and crys 
A Ha atthe ſound of a Trumpet, and rejoyceth at the Battel, and 
the ſhouting of the Captains. And when the Righteous are made, 
by the Grace and Power of 'Gods Spirit, bold as Lyons, can nor 
they Scorn at Fear, think we as well asan Horſe, and endure the 
Wracking and-. tearing of Fleſh, as well as a Maſtitl-Dog, and 
if ſo, then with"how much the more. caſe ſhall they bear with the 


: laſs of Goods, and Fond Pleaſires., And Habit conſiſteth in the 


Practice of uſe, which makes endurance eafie. The Labouror, by 
his-uſe and habit of Labour, can abide to dig all Day, with as much 
eaſe, as a Gentleman ſtands by. and lookson. The Philoſophers, and 
Pagan Men of old, were,enabled by meer acquired Habits, to del- 
pie Veal and, Worldly,- Hononrs, and to ſcorn, Bribery, and 


 Hattery, and could chooſe to:beFoor,: rather then Diſhoneſt, how 


much more then ſhall Chriſtians become Valiant, in contempt of 
the World, when SecretInfluencesof Grace ſhall inſpire our Minds 
and Spirits wich inward Courage and Reſolutions. Our Duty is 
therefore to conſider the Vertue and Glory,as well as the Neceſlity 


of - the Work, in ſetting our Aﬀections on, things above, and. is 


put... our ſelyes-upon the means, with all poſſible Diligence in the 
Practice, and we ſhall ſoon find Experience enough of Divine 
helps, giving Encouragement, ſo as no Difficulty ſhall be able to 
diſhearten. - | 
3. But then 3dly, We muſt remember to. have a care | let a 
any time our heatts be over charged pit Surfeiting and Drunkenneſs, & 
Cares of this Lift; iond.ſathe day of Danger | came upon us unawarts 
Jt dwell on the Face of ” 
W 
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| Famine, and the moſt Cruel and\ Bloudy Wars. ' Forin-all ſack 


- piry them, not revenge their wrongs. Now the Righteonsdo al- 


_ Loved the Creature above the . Creator, and the Pleaſures or 


(3) 
» whole Ear1h. ) Prunkenneſs and Whordors, and Covetuonineſs, 
Aeſtroys'more Countrys, Citys, Armies and Men, then Plague arid 


eaſes Mer! have- their Eyes in their Heads, and as they ſee thew 
Danger imminent,ſothey exerciſe their Reaſon and Wits to prevent 
it, and whether they Live or Die they make the beſt of their con- 
dition, - But in theſe caſts wife Men do become; and that by their 
own At, Sots and Fools, and expoſe, and lay open -themfelves 
to be baffled; betrayed, abaſed, and killed, and to: became 'odi.- 
ous to God and Man, a Prey to the Enzmy, and God fhall nor 
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ſo become a Prey unto the Enemy many times, by Gods Permif- 

fion for Tryal of: Faith and:Patience, and other Reaſons, bur then 

here is their comfort, 1ſt, /That-it is not through their own defaule, 

nor for wart of Eyes, 'of looking about them, but meerly for thar 

they were abuſed, and they Sntter for Conſcience and Truth, and 
Righteouſneſs; & 2dly,. That God will before or after. Death beſure 1 Per. 4. 
to avengetheir Cauſe. Burt now if the Righteous ſcarcely be faved, 15. 
but have alfotheir Hell even'in this Lite; where ſhall rhe ungodly 

and the wicked appear. Good:Men haye their Tryals of Atflicti 

on for a time, and- their Hell ' upon Earth for a while, and Evib 

Men have their time to Glory'in their Proſperity, ' As oor Savi- 

our ſays, the true Church Men | ſhall Lament and Weep, and the 50h. 16. 
Werld fball rejoyce \ in their Surfeiting and Wantonnels, they have 20. 


Eatth beyond the hopes'of Heaven, . and: yer cheſe' brure' Beaſts 

are allowed/to be Mergy,; and ta have the-World at Will,” and 

truly carefal,, and good Men nurſt Suiter. Tribylation, Bur there 

182 time when Tribulation ſhall come upon a Land with an Uni- , Theſ. 5; 

verfal Scourge, like'as a Theif comes m the Night : And thenwhen 2, 3. 

they cry Peace and Safety, Lo, then ſudden Deſtruction will 

come on, likea Woman in Travel. Zut in that Day, fays Chriſt, 

to all who are his, their Sorrow ſhall bs turned into Joy. For 

( fays he) I will ſee yau again, and your heart ſhall rejoyce, fo as Job 16: 

no Man ſhall be able to take away Joy from you. That is, holy 22, © 

Men ſhall be comforted with ſecret cheerfulncſs from within, in a Rom. 14. 

quite different manner from all pleaſures of the Fleſh. But World- 17: 

ly Men whoſe God is their Belly, and whoſe Glory is in their 

Shame, hall be ſurprized like the five Foolifh Virgins, who ſor want Mae. 

of Oyl in their Lamps, were ſhut out when the day came of the 25. 1,&6. 
Mar- 
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-  Maztiage Feaſt, andiſhallbe taken -as'ic-weeoin 4 Netw, 
kf preferved alone.” Fieſbly Luſt; ' War againſt; 'the Soul 
beſorting afid bewirchingg it incoa'Fond ſecurity, which rendetl” 
ns Ruine. Toprevent therefore the emminent Danger.of Publigh: 
Calamities,we muſt ſhun Surfeiting & Wantonnels, for they expole® 
usinco the; very gulf of Miſeries, and prevent us of all meanggfs 
eſcape. Bur ' 1986; 
4ly; Wemuſt Watch and Pray always, that we may be counted” 
worthy to eſcape. No Man can eſcape, but by help of God, Maw” 
cannot belpin ſuch a caſe, 'tis God only can do it. And God helpg” 
none; untels he have a worth in him, and that worth muſt come by” 
Chriſt, thereis nothing in our ſelves, no not in the beſt of us. Herts” 
lies the thing therefore, we mutt be fonrq in Cbriſt, that is, as Men oh 
who have pur off the ways of the World, in Rioting and Drunke® 
enneſs, and Covetuoſneſs, and are experienced in the waysof* 
Chriſt knowing the valueof ſpiritual Joys, hid Treaſures, whois? 
worth the World knows nothing of. And in order to compa 
theſe, we muſt rſt, Watch, thatis, Exerciſe all poſſible Care and Dilis. 
gence, in taking keed toabſtain from Sin, andto increaſe in_Vers” 
Wy que » 984 Thoupes ponory _ La Evil” 
ow they: get of us, of Evil Company, leſt it ſeduce gy; 
and above all, of Evil Works, left they Gain an Habit upan-ug;? 
andto'theſe purpoſts are we to Watch. And 2dly, We mult prays 
always, that is, uſe all poſſibly Godly means of Heaging ledita; 
tion, Reading, & Godly Conference, 8 above all,eſpecially. Prayer: 
always, in a' continual courſe of Prayer, and in frequent Act.of 
Prayer, and all toghis end, that we may be found in Chriſt, and? 
fo when the Tribulations come, and the Signs come, and the Pets 
plexity of all Nations ſhall come, yet that we may be Safe, {maict 
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